
PEAC Biobank Sample Tracker 

Tutorial 

The PEAC sample tracker is designed to provide an on-line facility to monitor the 
transport and processing of PEAC Biobank samples from the clinic to the 
microscope. This document provides a brief overview of the mechanism for logging 
and monitoring the progress of samples from the PEAC centres to the central 
repository. 

Logging in 

Each user has been provided with a username, and password. Use these to log on to 
the system at the following URL: https://peac.mds.qmul.ac.uk                        

https://peac.mds.qmul.ac.uk/


The PEAC Biobank homepage 

After logging in you will be presented with your personalised homepage, with 
navigation links at the top of the page and information regarding samples that are 
currently progressing through the tracking system filtered for your CENTRE. The 
screen shot below shows that a single overnight and frozen sample are currently 
inbound to the central repository. Also, no frozen samples are currently held on site 
for this centre (frozen samples are shipped less frequently and therefore are 
tracked separately). 



To Create a New Sample 

Click the New Sample link on the navigation bar to start the sample creation 
process. 

The next available PEAC Sample ID (PEAC-ID) will automatically be chosen – you 
must use this same PEAC-ID that came in your clinic visit pack. Next, enter in the 
Sampling Date, Tissue Site, Procedure Type and Disease type. 

Note: You will not be able to submit the sample without this information. 

The next step is to assign the sample to a patient. If this is a new patient who has 
not already had a sample taken, click New Patient from the selection panel. 



You must enter in the patient's Hospital Number, Sex and Date of Birth. 

Note: You will not be able to submit the sample without this information. 



If the patient is an Existing patient, click Existing Patient from the selection panel. 

Select the patient's Hospital Number from the drop down. If the existing patient is 
not there or the original Hospital Number was entered incorrectly, please contact 
the PEAC Coordinator (t.kamalati@qmul.ac.uk). 

Note: You will not be able to submit the sample without this information. 

Now click Submit Data to continue. 



On the next page, you are able to describe what sub-samples will be included in the 
sample. 

The sample details correspond with the labels and vials presented in the PEAC clinic 
visit packs. Fill in as appropriate and click Submit Data to continue. It is assumed 
that the overnight samples will be shipped on the day of sample creation. 

Remember to include the Courier Reference Number (AKA airway-bill) for the 
overnight sample shipment. 



Sample summary and submission 

On completion of sample creation, you will be presented with a summary sheet 
detailing the samples to be shipped and stored as appropriate. If this is correct, 
press the Submit button to create the sample and start the tracking system for this 
sample. If there was an error, click Error, and the sample will be discarded. 

Please note, you will be unable to amend the sample once it has been submitted. 
Functionality to allow amending a sample will be introduced in a future release of 
the PEAC Biobank. 

On submission of the sample you are returned to your homepage. This has now 
updated to show the current sample status. In this case sample QMUL2009055 has 
been created. The ambient temperature sample has been shipped (this is 
automatically applied as the samples should be shipped on the day of creation). 

Also, note that there are now frozen samples stored at your centre ready for 
shipment. 



Ship frozen samples 

To ship a frozen sample simply select the link from the navigation bar to be taken to 
the appropriate menu. Check the samples you would like to ship, add a Shipping 
Date and an Courier Reference Number and click Submit Data. 



Note that the frozen sample information has been updated to show the sample in 
transit. 

As samples are received at the central repository, the sample tracker will be 
updated to reflect their processing status. 

Viewing Sample Analysis 

At the time of writing, sample summary information, histology images and sample 
locations are available to be viewed. Further links to other sample types (e.g. micro 
RNA data) will be provided when the data formats are finalised. 

A table of samples is presented along with their processing status (received → 
awaiting processing → awaiting upload → complete). 



• To view the sample summary, click on the view Overall Summary link, signified by 
the magnifying glass icon. 

• To view the processing status of histology samples, click the  View Histology link, 
signified by the microscope logo.

• To view the sample locations of the samples, click the View Sample Locations link, 
signified by the library logo.



On completion, a link will be provided. Clicking the link will display the path report 
and representative images. 

For example, clicking the View Histology link adjacent to specimen QMUL2009050 
brings up the following report. 

Images can be downloaded (as their original TIFF format) for further analysis. 



Your Profile

In order to update your personal information the Your Profile link allows you to change 
your Title, Name and Email address. 

You also have the ability to change your password. To ensure proper security, it is advised 
that you choose one with a strong password strength. Some directions on how to do this 
are supplied on the Password Changing page.
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